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"Journal to Stella

finest oranges for twopence apiece, and the basest wine
for six shillings a bottle. They tell me wine grows cheap
with you. I am resolved to have half a hogshead when I
get to Ireland, if it be good and cheap, as it used to be;
and I'll treat MD at my table in an evening, oh hoa, and
laugh at great ministers of state.
12. The days are grown fine and long,------be thanked,
0 faith, you forget all our little sayings, and I am angry.
1 dined to-day with Mr. secretary St. John: I went to the
court of requests at noon, and sent Mr. Harley into the
house to call the secretary, to let him know I would not
dine with him if he dined late. By good luck the duke of
Argyle was at the lobby of the house too, and I kept him
in talk till the secretary came out, then told them I was
glad to meet them together, and that I had a request to
the duke which the secretary must second, and his grace
must grant. The duke said he was sure it was some-
thing insignificant, and wished it was ten times greater.
At the secretary's house I writ a memorial, and gave it to
the secretary to give the duke, and shall see that he does
it.   It is, that his Grace will please to take Mr. Bernage
into his protection; and if he finds Bernage answers
my character, to give him all encouragement/ Colonel
Masham and Colonel Hill (Mrs. Masham's6 brother) tell
me my request is reasonable, and they will second it
heartily to the duke too: so I reckon Bernage is on a.very
good foot when he goes to Spain.   Pray tell him this,
* Abigail Hill, daughter of Francis Hill, a merchant in the city, was
first cousin to the Duchess of Marlborough and related to Harley. After
she had been made bedchamber woman to the Queen, by the influence of
the Duchess, she gradually supplanted her in Anne's favour. In 1707 she
was privately married to Samuel Masham (p. 169 n.6). In 1711, on the
dismissal of the Duchess of Marlborough, she was given the charge of the
Privy Purse. See Account of the Conduct of the Duchess of Marlborough,
1742, pp. 214-28, 243-54, 264-6, 308, 315-16. After the Queen's*
death Lady Masham lived in retirement at Hagley, near Slough. She died
in 1734. For Swift's account of the part she played in politics see Memoirs
relating to that Change in the Queers Ministry, Prose Works, v. 365 ff.
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